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equal chance of being right with ourselves, and
equally eligible to all the intimacy of Christian fel-
lowship; or, giving up the principle of private
judgment altogether, we must cling fast to the living
yoice of tradition where best it may be heard/*

The last ten years have seen many earnest minds
accept the latter side of the alternative, as a last
resource against the strides of Rationalism, which,
with logical foresight, they perceived would soon
overtake them. It is very easy and very natural
for Protestant Churches to wail and lament over
the numerous conversions to Popery, of which we
ofttimes hear; but it were far better if, instead
of bandying reproaches, or shedding tears over
apostasy, they were to gird themselves vigorously
to the work of examining their own principles, and
see how far their indefmiteness may be responsible
for such calamities. Suppose an inquiring mind,
unable, as the very result of its deep moral
and religious earnestness, to take everything upon
mere trust, to come humbly and sincerely with the
question, " Where am I to repose confidence with
respect to tlie validity of my religious belief?"
Wlmt answer, I ask, does he receive from almost
every Protestant community? The first answer
in, " Search the Scriptures." Accordingly he dom
search them. With eagerness, with industry, with
prayer, he employs every aid which comes to his
hands; and the result, in all probability, is, that he
evolves many sentiments differing materially from
the system of truth accepted by the Church to